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 A History of Babylon.- L. W. King. London: Chatto & Windus. I915.
 Pp. xxi. and 340. Plates. I8s. net.
 For ages little more than a name or a memory, Babylon has now become a
 reality. Thanks to the patient, thorough, and prolonged excavations carried on
 by a German expedition since I899, an account of which was recently given in
 a very interesting work by Dr. R. Koldewey, we now know much regarding the
 actual site and buildings of the famous city. In this, the second volume of his
 learned history of Babylonia and Assyria, Dr. King has been able to incorporate
 these discoveries. After an introductory chapter in which the advantages of
 Babylon's geographical situation are pointed out, the author devotes the second,
 and by far the longest chapter in the book to a very lucid account of the dis-
 coveries Dr. Koldewey has described in detail. With the aid of clear illustra-
 tions constantly referred to he makes it possible for the reader to realize the
 results of the excavations with unusual facility. One of the most interesting
 of these discoveries consists of large enamelled figures in relief of bulls and
 dragons on the walls of the gate of Ishtar built by Nebuchadnezzar, and of
 enamelled designs on the faSade of the throne-room of that king's palace.
 These must be among the earliest known examples of enamel, and it would be
 interesting to have an analysis of it. In the same palace the discoverers believe
 they found the remains of the celebrated hanging gardens, one of the wonders
 of the ancient world. If their surmise is correct, however, it is rather difficult
 to understand the praise that has been bestowed upon them. Having discussed
 with much learning the most important but most difficult question of chronology,
 the fundamental problem of the connection between the Western Semites and
 the rise of Babylon is dealt with. This leads to an account of the age of
 Hammurabi. In this, one of the most interesting chapters of the book, and
 those following it in which the relations of Babylon to Elam, the sea country,
 Egypt, the Hittites and Assyria are sketched, the author gives body to his
 narrative. By a skilful use of the Hammurabi code, the Tel-el-Amarna letters,
 the archives discovered at Borghaz-Keui, the discoveries at Susa and the
 inscriptions on tablets and boundary stones, he clothes the dry bones of
 chronology with flesh and blood, and enables us to picture the life of the times.
 He proceeds, however, with critical care and admirable restraint, and the
 reader must instinctively feel that he is being led over a difficult historical field
 by a sage and scientific guide. There pass before us only too briefly the later
 vicissitudes of the city: its capture and partial destruction by the mighty
 Sennacherib, its recovery and restoration to enhanced splendour under Nebu-
 chadnezzar, its surrender to the tolerant Cyrus, the ruin perpetrated by Xerxes,
 and its eventual occupation by the Macedonian conqueror.' One can hardly
 help speculating on the different fate Babylon might have experienced if
 Alexander had lived. Seleucia would probably not have arisen, and the
 death-blow which fell on the commercial life of Babylon might have been
 averted. In the concluding chapter the interesting subject of cultural influence
 is considered. Good reasons are given for doubting the exaggerated importance
 which has been attributed to astrology in influencing the religious activities of
 the Babylonians, and through them those of other peoples like the Jews and
 Greeks. It is a pity that a book so well got up should be in rather a heavy and
 unwieldy form, and that the excellent plates, of which there are no less than
 thirty-two, should be stuck in instead of bound up, with the result that they
 tend to become loose, or even fall out on the first reading.
 E. A. P.
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